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It was greAT to connect with most of you at EATA in Foxwoods in January. It 
provided a well needed break from the virtual interactions we have had this past 
year. On that same note, thank you to everyone that joined our state meeting 
at EATA, in person and on zoom. The NYSATA leadership is always looking for 
feedback from our membership. I was happily approached by several student 
groups during EATA. I had met them on my virtual tour and they were excited to 
share what they have done since then. If you have any feedback for NYSATA, 
you can always reach your leaders through their email on the website. If you had 
a grand experience at this conference, please remember that there are two 
upcoming conferences close by: the NYSATA conference in Schenectady and 
the NATA symposia in Philadelphia.

Since last year, NYSATA has been working to update the bylaws. The goal was to 
bring the bylaws up to date to reflect how the association is currently functioning. 
The revisions were sent out to all the membership via email and a vote was called 
during our state meeting in January. I am happy to say that the update has passed 
unanimously! Thank you to all who voted. 

On the topic of voting, our nominations committee announced that nominations 
are open. The positions of president-elect, secretary, and regional representatives 
for 4-7 are open. Please feel free to nominate someone or self nominate to join 
our state leadership! We also have openings with various committees and I am 
encouraging young professionals and students to be involved.Check out our 
website to learn more about our committee work.

At our state meeting, we recognized several award winners.  Congratulations to 
our award and scholarship winners:

https://www.nata.org/advocacy/public-relations/national-athletic-training-month
http://gonysata2.org
mailto:nysatapresident%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.nata.org/advocacy/public-relations/national-athletic-training-month
https://bianys.org/
https://bianys.org/
https://www.gonysata2.org/2022-nysata-annual-meeting
https://convention.nata.org/?avia_forced_reroute=1
https://convention.nata.org/?avia_forced_reroute=1
mailto:NYSATAPRESIDENT%40GMAIL.COM?subject=
https://www.gonysata2.org/leadership
https://www.gonysata2.org/leadership
https://www.gonysata2.org/committees
https://www.gonysata2.org/committees
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

PRESIDENT
Arturo (Roy) Flores, MS, 
ATC 
New York University

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Lauren Stephenson, MA, 
ATC
SUNY Oneonta 

PAST PRESIDENT
Jeff Sage, MS, ATC, CSCS, 
PES 
Daemen College

TREASURER
David J. Byrnes MS, ATC 
Gatorade Athletic 
Channel

SECRETARY
Carrie Burke MAT, ATC
Ivy Rehab

Scholarship Winners
District 2 - Caroline Davenport (Ithaca)
NYSATA - Victoria Parr (Buffalo)
Ed Abromoski - Brandon LuShing (Buffalo)
Paul Demartinis Memorial - Megan O'Reilly (Ithaca)
NYSATA Memorial- Marie Pettitt (Buffalo)
Diversity and Inclusion- Casey Webb (Buffalo)

Joseph Abraham Award
Marlboro High School- Megan Gebert, athletic trainer

John Sciera Service Award Winner
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd, ATC, CSCS

Kent Scriber Recognition Award Winner
Jenna Tacinelli Hach, MS, ATC

I want to encourage all of you to take advantage of all the awards, grants, and 
scholarships offered throughout all the professional associations. 

As March approaches, one of NYSATA’s flagship events will not take place this 
year. NATM in NYC will take a hiatus this year. However, feel free to visit the local 
television broadcasts to promote #AthleticTrainers. Please practice health and 
safety protocols. We had a greAT response during our state recognition week. 
Continue to spread and promote the profession of athletic training across all your 
platforms and communities. Make sure to tag us on all your social media posts! 
Let’s carry the energy from NYSATA recognition week into our national month. 

Finally, thank you to all the elected leaders, committee chairs and committee members that have dedicated 
their time to our association. We are here for our membership, to keep them informed as well as hear their 
feedback. Again, please reach out to me for any additional information. 

Thank you all again for being supportive of our membership association. And thank you for all you do in your 
communities as athletic trainers and as good people!

elevATe. advocATe. Be greAT!

Roy

Congratulations to our Safe Sports schools:

Caitlin Sharman 
Geneva HS

Gologero Curcuru
West Hempstead HS

Chris Schrager
Oyster Bay HS

Emily Chadwick
William A Shine Great Neck South HS

Joseph Murphy
Great Neck North HS

https://www.gonysata2.org/leadership
mailto:nysatapresident%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatapresident%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatapres.elect%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatapres.elect%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:NYSATAPast.Pres%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:NYSATAPast.Pres%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatatreasurer%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatasecretary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:secretary%40gonysata2.org?subject=
mailto:NYSATApresident@gmail.com
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Conference & 
Program
Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC - Chair

 
2022 NYSATA LIVE CONFERENCE  & ANNUAL MEETING

June 10 - 11, 2022
Doubletree by Hilton, Schenectady

We are planning a two-day event this year, so plan 
to stay the weekend! Although the program has not 
yet been finalized, we plan to have educational 
programming all day on Friday and continue Saturday 
morning, perhaps into early Saturday afternoon. 

We have secured a block of rooms at the Doubletree 
for $149/night (plus taxes). We hope you plan to stay 
a night or two and visit the area – there are plenty 
of things to see and do in the Capital District area. 
A direct booking link will be available in the spring to 
secure this discounted rate. 

Driving? The Doubletree is just minutes off the Thruway, 
just west of Albany. 
 
Prefer the train? Traveling to Schenectady has 
never been easier - a newly opened train station 
is less than a mile of the hotel. We are attempting 
to secure a shuttle again, as we did in 2019. 
 
We are introducing a new conference platform – 
GiveSmart.com - and with it, we will be running an 
online auction. Sports memorabilia, CEU opportunities, 
and more have already been acquired, and we are 
looking for more. This auction will be open to all, not 
just NYSATA members, so if you have a connection to a 
restaurant, gym, store – anything that may support you 
and NYSATA – please consider asking for a donation! 

How about some clothing with your employer’s logo? 
You don’t need to bring it to the conference – you can 
send it directly to the winning bidder. Contact me if 
you have any questions – we will need a description, 
fair market value, and some photos to advertise! 
 
Why Schenectady? The Doubletree Hotel were 
excellent hosts in 2019, and we wanted to return for a 
second year. Schenectady gives us the opportunity for 
affordable hotel expenses while being within minutes 
of Albany and other Capital District attractions. And 
not only does Schenectady have a unique name, 
it has a unique mix of things to do, places to see, 
food to eat, and drinks to...well... drink. Enjoy classic 
amenities in a revamped setting along a beautiful 
waterfront. From the new Rivers Casino & Resort, 
to six local craft breweries, to the variety of family 
attractions - Schenectady has everything you need 
in a weekend getaway.

We hope this is everything you need to convince 
you to Discover Schenectady. Hotel reservations and 
conference registration will be opening in the spring. 
Keep an eye out on our social media platforms, the 
NYSATA conference website, and your email for updates.  

I am still looking to grow the conference committee 
and need help with some aspects of the conference. 
If you are interested, please contact me.

mailto:nysataconference@gmail.com
http://discoverschenectady.com/
mailto:BrunelleA@scolonie.org
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Karin Carreau, Carreau Consulting 
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While the Legislature returned to business several weeks ago in early January, the session 
was kicked off in earnest this week when Governor Kathy Hochul released her first executive 
budget proposal on Tuesday, January 18, 2022. The $216.3 billion plan is a stark departure 
from previous years, particularly last year when pandemic lockdowns had decimated 
state coffers resulting in a $15 billion shortfall.  
 
Following robust infusions from the federal government and a rebound in tax revenues, the 

state finds itself awash in cash, allowing the first woman Governor to propose substantial one-shot investments 
— including $2 billion in pandemic recovery initiatives, $2.2 billion in homeowner property tax rebates and 
significant spending increases on education and health care. Referring to the current cash flow as a “once in 
a generation opportunity to spur the state’s economy” the Governor, and later her budget Director outlined 
a plan that projects balanced budgets through 2027.  
In addition to education and healthcare increases, the plan includes healthy investments in higher education - 
$1.5 billion over five years to public universities, $150 million for the expansion of tuition assistance, infrastructure 
- $32.8 billion over five years for transit projects including highways and bridges and $25 billion to assist in the 
building or preservation of 100,000 housing units over the five years.

As expected, and previously reported in our State of the State summary, the plan also includes $1.6 billion for 
improvements to nursing homes and health care facilities and $1.2 billion for frontline workforce bonuses of up 
to $3,000. In addition, it includes initiatives designed to provide immediate relief for small businesses, workers, 
and the musical arts, and several longer-term funding proposals focused on strengthening the social fabric of 
our state with $1.4 billion to subsidize childcare for approximately 400,000 families.

While we will continue to pore over the voluminous bills in the coming weeks, our first review has identified the 
following highlights with respect to health, human services, mental hygiene, public protection, child welfare, 
and identification of noteworthy appropriations. As noted above, Governor Hochul’s executive budget proposal 
is the start of the process leading up to the enactment of a final budget by April 1, 2022. The entire report can 
be viewed on the NYSATA website.

Of particular interest to NYSATA and the profession, the Executive proposal includes an initiative to transfer 
all authority currently vested in the State Education Department to oversee the health and mental health 
professions (including Article 162 – Athletic Trainers) to the Department of Health instead. The State Education 
Department is expected to vociferously oppose the initiative.  

Outside of the budget process, the legislative session is in full swing and as such, we continue to position the AT 
licensure bill for advancement, as well as a new legislative project (in partnership with the Brain Injury Association) 
to advocate for funding of an educational training program on concussion prevention and management in 
youth sports played in and outside of public schools. More info on this initiative to come as the session evolves! 

https://www.gonysata2.org/governmental-affairs
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
https://275f86c6-16f2-485c-852f-8e498683c4bf.usrfiles.com/ugd/275f86_4089a0f5fe8f496ebeaffd303d45ac39.pdf
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Governmental Affairs Report 
Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC  and  Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC - Co-Chairs

Membership & Nominations
Christopher Napoli, MS, ATC - Chair

The athletic training legislative bills introduced a year ago, are now into the second year of 
the legislative session. These bills will be updated with new language relating to therapeutic 
modalities and a few other changes and be re-introduced this February. The numbers remain 
the same, but will have a different letter after them (B or C) to demonstrate an amended 
version. 

Assemblywoman Solages and her staff continue to strongly support NYSATA’s efforts and we 
have had good engagement with the Higher Ed committee Chair’s office which means it 
may, for the first time since we began, get on the Higher Ed committee’s agenda – the first 
step in passing this bill in the Assembly. 

Senator May’s office continues to work with us to present a bill that can be brought to the 
Higher Ed committee 

in the Senate and eventually pass in the 
Senate. The GA committee had a campaign 
in the fall for Senator May’s constituents to 
contact the Senator’s office to get more 
engagement. If you live in NYS District 53 
(see map), please contact the Senator – she 
needs to hear from you! 

We continue to work with social media 
and our public relations to help people 
understand who athletic trainers are and 
what they do. We will have a campaign 
during National Athletic Training Month, a 
combined press conference and virtual 
lobby week with the Brain Injury Association 
of the State of New York (BIANYS) during 
March (which is also Brain Injury Awareness 
Month). We hope you will get involved!

As of January 8, 2022, nominations are now open for President-Elect, Secretary, and Region 
Representatives: 4,5,6, and 7. If you are looking to get involved in NYSATA please feel free 
to nominate yourself. The nomination link can be found on the NYSATA homepage. The 
nomination window closes on February 5, 2022, and all nominees will be contacted by 
March 5, 2022. In April the Membership & Nominations committee will be hosting several 

town hall discussions via Zoom to get to know our candidates. Be on the lookout for more information in the 
coming weeks.

Elections will be held from May 1 to May 14, 2022, so mark your calendars! 

https://www.gonysata2.org/governmental-affairs
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataga%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatamember%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatamember%40gmail.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGIDxHYAV0nPIPUYN21zS7YbLGhWRP6UMpCXQPPsXiWMWouA/viewform
https://www.gonysata2.org/
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NYSATA presented two awards at the NYSATA business meeting during EATA:

John Sciera Service Award
Jarett Rhoads, Head Athletic Trainer and Assistant Athletic 
Director at East Irondequoit Central School District, (pictured 
right) is the 2022 John Sciera Service Award recipient. Jarett 

has been involved in NYSATA nearly as long as he has been a NYSED certified 
AT, beginning as the Public Relations and Government Affairs Committee Chair 
from 2004-2006/2006-2008. He was very involved in organizing NYSATA Lobby Day 
(2004-2008) until he was elected NYSATA secretary. He served as secretary from 
2008-2015 and assisted in the organization of NYSATA National Athletic Training 
Month Activities (2013 – Present). Within that time NYSATA won the NATA “Best 
State Association Effort” (2013 & 2014) and won the NATA “Best Overall Campaign” 
(2015). After stepping down from the secretary position, Jarett became the 
Secondary School Committee Chair (2014 – Present) which led to membership 
on the New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) Safety 
Committee (2018 – Present) in which he was involved in NYSPHSAA’s promotion 
of including ATs at the high school level as “best practice”. He also became a 
member of the EATA Secondary School Committee (2014 – Present).  Jarett has shared the secondary school 
committee chair for the past 2 years as he stepped into the role as the NYSATA Region 6 Representative 
(2020 – Present). Jarett continues to demonstrate dedication, loyalty and service to the profession of athletic 
training and particularly to NYSATA – as the essence of the John Sciera Service Award. Congratulations Jarett! 

Kent Scriber Recognition Award
To be nominated for the NYSATA Kent Scriber Recognition Award, an individual 
must demonstrate “acts, promotion, support and/or service which positively reflect 
the goals and mission of NYSATA and the profession of Athletic Training within New 
York State.” In the case of Jenna Tacinelli Hach (pictured righted), she was an 
exceptional AT, and devoted to her students at Dominican College’s AT program. 
Jenna received both her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Canisius College 
and even taught as an adjunct in their Biology Department for 5 of the years she 
was in Buffalo. She began at Dominican in 2007 as an assistant professor and clinical 
education coordinator initiating their first matriculating class (Class of 2010). Beyond 
AT, she applied for and received multiple grants from Dominican College and instituted the Dominican 
College Athletic Training Honor Society in 2009. 

Often making contributions behind the scenes, Jenna could be found encouraging her students to participate 
in Lobby Day and other NYSATA activities. She presented at the NYSATA 
conference as well as assisted when NYSATA organized student programming 
for their conferences. She was an unforgettable mentor to the many athletic 
trainers who went through the DC program. She led by example and helped 
push the AT profession forward. Sadly, Jenna passed away from brain cancer 
this year. She courageously fought the disease from 2019 until August 2021, 
but had been in remission for over a decade prior to its unfortunate return. 
Jenna’s graduates felt she deserved our recognition as a passionate athletic 
trainer, a fierce advocate for the profession, ATEP professor, mentor, colleague, 
friend, and confidant to so many athletic trainers and the Awards committee 
agreed. We honor Jenna Tacinelli Hach for her impact on AT in NYS and the 
many ATs she touched. Congratulations to Jenna and those she loved. We 
thank her husband, Leland (pictured left), for attending the NYSATA meeting 
at EATA to accept the award and speaking on her behalf.

Awards
Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC - Chair

https://www.gonysata2.org/scholarships-awards
mailto:nysataaward%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataaward%40gmail.com?subject=


District II Scholarship - Caroline Davenport
Carol ine is a senior athletic training 
student at Ithaca College who has not 
only demonstrated leadership within the 
classroom and within her athletic training 
program, but has positively impacted other 
student experiences on campus as an 
Orientation Leader and a Jumpstart Leader. 
She is a cabinet member for Ithaca’s Equity 
and Inclusivity Athletic Training initiative.  
Caroline is also in the process of submitting 
a Critically Appraised Topic paper on 
“Enhanced Strength and Function at 1-Year 
Post-Reconstruction for Participants Who Underwent Bridge-Enhanced ACL Repair: A Critically Appraised 
Topic” to the NATA conference.

NYSATA Scholarship - Victoria Parr 
Victoria is a second year student at University of Buffalo MSAT program with a 4.0 gpa. Victoria earned a dual 
degree Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science and Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance at University of Buffalo 
with an impressive 3.7 gpa. Victoria has assisted with creating a performing arts medicine clinic on campus.  

Ed Abramoski Scholarship - Brandon LuShing (pictured right)
Brandon is a first year student at University of Buffalo MSAT program. During Brandon's 
undergraduate career he worked as head team manager for the University of Buffalo. He 
has actively participated on campus as secretary for Spaulding Hall Council and Student 
Assembly Member for the campus Student Association.  

Paul Demartinis Memorial Scholarship - Megan O'Reilly 
Megan is a senior athletic training student at Ithaca College. Megan actively participates 
within her athletic training programs as the vice president of Ithaca Student Athletic Training 
Association and cabinet member for the EquAT and InclusivAT program. In addition to 
participating on the college’s women’s soccer team, Megan volunteered as a youth 
soccer coach at the Ithaca Youth Bureau where she was featured on ESPN’s Outside the Lines.  Megan has 
volunteered at the NCAA Regional Wrestling Tournament.  

NYSATA Memorial Scholarship - Marie Pettitt (pictured left)
Marie is a second year student at University of Buffalo MSAT program with a 4.0 gpa. Marie 
is a representative for District 2 student leadership committee and is a practical model 
and assists with review sessions for first year students on campus. Marie has assisted with 
creating a performing arts medicine clinic on campus.  

NYSATA Ethnic Diversity and Inclusion Academic Scholarship - Casey Webb 
Casey is a second year student at University of Buffalo MSAT program with a 3.8 gpa. 
Casey participates on the Interprofessional Student-Advisory Board for the School of Public 
Health & Health Professions. She also volunteers at the Seneca Babcock Community 
Center where she serves on a interprofessional team of students who provide health 
related education to a community within an underserved area of Buffalo.  
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Scholarships
Chuck Monteith, ATC - Chair

https://www.gonysata2.org/scholarship-committee
mailto:nysatascholarship%40gmail.com?subject=
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Congratulations to our 2022 Joseph Abraham Award 
Winner, Marlboro High School and Athletic Trainer, 
Megan  Gebert, pictured right.

Abraham Award
Meg Greiner, MS, ATC - Chair

Secondary Schools
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd, ATC, CSCS  Co-Chair

Greetings Secondary School Athletic Trainers!  

Have you heard about the Program Assessment for Safety in Sport (PASS)?
The Program Assessment for Safety in Sport (PASS) is designed to help schools and 
organizations continually prioritize the health and safety of their secondary school aged 
athletes. PASS outlines a framework for a comprehensive and strategic approach in the 
provision of athletic health care. PASS allows schools and organizations to benchmark 
their success and opportunities against the twelve standards deemed as necessary in 

providing appropriate medical care for their secondary school aged athletes.

For ATs, PASS is a member-only benefit that outlines a roadmap to best practices in athletic health care in 
the secondary school setting. 

1. PASS was developed as a tool to assist athletic trainers in:Identifying the care that is already being 
provided.

2. Recognizing the areas in your practice that need improvement. (i.e. documentation, staffing, facilities, 
policies and procedures, salary, etc.)

3. Pinpointing those components of athletic health care that are not being provided.
4. Providing the athletic trainer/organizational representative with a detailed assessment of their 

organization’s data and blueprint to fill in the gaps.

Learn more about PASS and how it can improve safety in your school while earning CEUs. Please note, you 
must be logged in to access the content on this page. 

As always, if there is any way I can be of assistance to my fellow Secondary School Athletic Trainers, do not 
hesitate to contact me.

https://www.gonysata2.org/joseph-abraham-award
mailto:nysataabraham%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysataabraham%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.gonysata2.org/secondary-schools
mailto:nysatasecschool%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatasecschool%40gmail.com?subject=
http://pass.nata.org
https://pdc.nata.org/courses/caresecondaryschools
mailto:nysatasecschool@gmail.com
http://gonysata2.org
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NYSATA 2021 Year End Financial Report
David J. Byrnes, MS, ATC - Treasurer 
(as of January 26, 2022) 

 
Income-2021  
 

Membership Dues            52,369.00 
Banking Interest Income                           2,303.00 

   Investment Dividends & Distributions                  10,408.00 
   Donations                                                               20.00 

NATA Grant                                                               0.00 
NATA D2 Grant                                                   2,500.00 
NYSATA Conference                   0.00 

 
   Total Income                                                           $67,600.00 
 
 
 
Expenses-2021 

 
Accounting Services/Taxes                                              2,000.00 
Awards/Plaques                       597 

   Annual Account Fees                     2,979 
   BOC provider fees                       300 
   Buzz Media                                                                       34,000 
   Conference Calls/Zoom                                                           200 
   Donations                                                                              250 
   Givesmart                                                                           2,998 
   Government Affairs/Lobby Services                41,390 
   Joint Commission on Public Ethics (JCOPE)                               100 
   Liability Insurance                                                               1,952 
   NATA Safe Sport School Award Grant                                       150 
   Newsletter                      2,725 
   NYSATA Conference                    1,300 
   NYSATA DE&I Committee                                                     1,944 
   NYSATA DE&I Workshop                                                         450 
   NYSATA Merchandise (Pins/Decals/Masks)                             5,453 
   NYSATA Related Travel/Lodge/Meals/Registrations                  1,236                              

Postage/Copying/Supplies                     637                                           
Scholarships/Grants                  10,000 
Sponsorships                                                                      2,500 

    VoterVoice                                                                         2,205 
Website                               1,428 

 
   Total Expenses                                                $116,794 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nysatatreasurer%40gmail.com?subject=
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NYSATA 2021 Year End Financial Report
David J. Byrnes, MS, ATC - Treasurer 
(as of January 29, 2022) 

Mutual Funds/ETF’s   
Vanguard Malvern Short Term ETF $15,411.00 

Vanguard Short Term ETF 
 
Vanguard Intermediate ETF 
 
Invesco Emerging Markets ETF                                                

$12,187.00 
 
$11,131.00 
 
$13,147.00 

Alerian MLP ETF    $5,710.00 

Blackrock Income Fund $12,279.00 

SPDR Doubleline Tactical ETF $37,928.00 

 
Corporate Notes & Bonds 

Viacom   $21,357.00 

Preferred Securities   
AT&T $10,728.00 

    
 Stocks    

AT&T Inc   $13,020.00 

Ares Capital   $16,777.00 

Blackstone Group   $25,912.00 

CVS   $12,965.00 

Illinois Tool Works     $9,820.00 

Johnson & Johnson   $10,352.00 

Kellogg Company     $8,932.00 

Mondelez Intl Inc     $8,232.00 

Pfizer   $23,224.00 

Prudential   $10,913.00 

Proctor & Gamble   $16,300.00 

Unilever     $9,373.00 

Viatris        $669.00 

Verizon     $7,833.00 

  
 Investment Totals (Illiquid)                                $314,200.00 
 
 Investment Cash Account (Liquid)                            $27,492.00 
 
  Checking Account (Liquid)                  $52,488.00 

Wells Fargo Account Totals                                  $394,180.00 

mailto:nysatatreasurer%40gmail.com?subject=


Like us on 
Facebook

Follow us on 
Twitter 

We’re on 
LinkedIn 

Follow us on 
Instagram

Join our 
Facebook Group

Committee Chairs
Awards

Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC
Utica College

College and University
Jeff Carter MSEd, LAT, ATC, EMT-B, 

CSCS
Marist College

Conference and Program
Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC

Colonie Central High School

Diversity and Inclusion
EDAC Chair

LaTonja Lee, MS, LAT, ATC, PES
Fordham University

LGBTQ+ Chair
Matthew Rawlins, MS, ATC, CSCS, ART

University of Rochester 
 

Fundraising 
OPEN

Governmental Affairs
Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC

Colonie Central High School
Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC

Utica College

Hall of Fame
Andy Smith, MS, ATC

Canisius College

History and Archives
OPEN

Joseph Abraham Award
Meg Greiner, MS, ATC

Hendrick Hudson High School

The NYSATA Newsletter
This electronic newsletter is published 
quarterly by the New York State 
Ath let ic  T ra iners ’  Assoc iat ion 
Newsletter Committee to the NYSATA 
member.  For information contained 
in this newsletter or to submit articles/
ideas, please contact the NYSATA 
Newsletter Committee Chair: Douglas 
Sawyer.

Production and Design by: SJ Creative 

Got NPI#? 
If you do, then thank you! If not, why not? It is free, quick, and easy to do. 
It helps to show that you and rest of our profession are legitimate medical 
providers. You can only benefit from getting it, there are no negatives. For 
more information on getting your NPI# or to apply, go to the NATA website. 

Membership and Nominations
Christopher Napoli, MS, ATC

NYU Winthrop Hospital

Newsletter
Douglas Sawyer, MS, ATC

Ardsley High School

Public Relations
 Michael Cendoma, MS, ATC

Sports Medicine Concepts
Co-Chair

Nicholas Clark, MS, ATC
Movement Matters

Reimbursement Committee
Susan Geisler, MA, ATC, PT
Cornell Physical Therapy
Department of Gannett

Health Services

Research/Injury
OPEN

Scholarships
Chuck Monteith, ATC

Colgate University

Secondary School
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd, ATC, CSCS

Eastridge High School
Craig Olejinczak, ATC

Middletown School District 

Social Media
Becky Guzzo, MS, ATC

Cornell University

Website
 Erin Thornton, MS, ATC

Canisius College

NYSATA  |  P11

http://www.facebook.com/go.nysata
https://twitter.com/GO_NYSATA
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4063978/
https://instagram.com/nysata/
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Region 1 LI
Kristin LoNigro, MSEd, ATC

Stony Brook University
This October, legendary SBU Head Athletic Trainer and Athletic 
Training Program Director, Kathy Koshansky was inducted into the 
Stony Brook Athletics Hall of Fame. She began her career at SBU in 

1983, as the first full-time AT for SBU Football, created the Sports Medicine Department 
and guided its transition from NCAA Division III to Division I. She has served as an AT 
for the NYRR NYC Marathon, the US Olympic Training Center, the Pan Am Games and 
the Empire State Games. She also founded the Athletic Training Program, which has 
developed from the internship route to a Bachelor of Science degree and now to 
the Master of Science Program. She was previously inducted into the NYSATA Hall of 
Fame in 2011. Congratulations from the entire Seawolves Family! 

Six students, one faculty member and numerous alumni attended the 2022 EATA 
conference at Foxwoods Resort & Casino.  
Pictured left, back row,  left to right: SBU Alumni Victoria Crowe, 
Arturo Flores, Current students Rakeem Chambers, Brandon 
Ross, and Alum James Pierre-Glaude; front row, left to right: 
Antonia Ciccarelli, Madison Kolnsberg, current students Gabriella 
Fernandes, Emma Fasolino, Aundrea Knapp and Catherine 
Ledbetter

First year Master of Science students (from left to right) Gabriella 
Fernades, Aundrea Knapp, Brandon Ross, Rakeem Chambers, 
Emma Fasolino and Catherine Ledbetter networked with NATA 
President Dr. Kathy Dieringer (see next page.) 

Regional Reps
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Region 4
Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Franklin,  

Hamilton, Clinton, Essex, Warren
Jason  Pachter, MS, ATC, CSCS
State University of Plattsburgh

Region 1 LI
Nassau, Suffolk

Kristin LoNigro MSEd, ATC
Hofstra University

Region 1 NYC
Richmond, Kings, Queens, Bronx, New York

Will Zinser, MS, ATC 
Harkness Center fo Dance Injuries

Region 2
Westchester, Rockland, 

Putnam, Sullivan, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster
Michael Mirabella, MS, ATC, CSCS

White Plains High School

Region 3
Montgomery, Delaware, Fulton, Greene, 

Otsego, Saratoga, Albany, Rensslear, 
Schenectady, Columbia, Washington, 

Schoharie, Herkimer
Kyle Roepnack, ATC 

Herkimer College

Regional Reports

Region 5 
Chemung, Tioga, Broome, Oswego, 
Cayuga, Seneca, Oneida, Cortland, 

Onondaga, Madison, Tompkins, 
Schuyler

Jennifer Petruzzo, MS, ATC, CSCS
Cornell University

Region 6 
Livingston, Ontaria, Monroe, Yates,  

Stueben, Wayne
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd., ATC, CSCS

Eastridge High School  
 

Region 7 
Orleans, Cattaraugus, Genesee,  

Wyoming, Erie, Niagara,  
Allegany, Chautauqua

Jacob Habemehl, MS, ATC, ACLS
Buffalo State College

mailto:NYSATARegLI%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.gonysata2.org/leadership
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mailto:nysatareg6%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:NYSATAREG7%40GMAIL.COM?subject=
mailto:NYSATARegLI%40gmail.com?subject=
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Students and faculty also spent time with NYSATA 
President (and SBU alum) Roy Flores. (pictured 
below).

Save the Date! The 12th Annual Stony Brook 
Orthopaedics Sports Medicine Update 2022 is 
scheduled for June 3, 2022. The venue has changed 
to the MART Auditorium at Stony Brook Medical 
Center. Mark your calendars and watch for more 
details. If you would like to be on the direct e-mail list 
for the flyer and registration materials, please send a 
message to Kathy Koshansky.

Stony Brook University is currently accepting 
applications for its fourth cohort for the Master 
of Science degree in Athletic Training. For more 
information, please contact Kathy Koshansky, 631-
632-7217 or visit our web site. 

Hofstra University
Hofstra is excited to begin the Master’s in Athletic 
Training with their first cohort beginning this summer. 
For more information, please contact Program 
Director Jayne Ellinger. 

Congrats to Skylar Cirul lo, 
pictured right, who was selected 
as a Hofstra University Health 
Science and Human Services 
2021-2022 Marques Colston 
Fellow. The fellowship program 
serves as a stepping-stone for 
students entering the field of 
health. A yearlong program that 
will include multiple professional 
d e v e l o p m e n t  s e m i n a r s 
along with related workshops, mini-retreats, and 
conferences. Skylar is matched with Alumnus, Ezron 
Bryson ‘09, who is the Assistant Athletic Trainer with 
the NY JETS. 

Students attended the EATA Conference in Foxwoods. 
Congrats to Skylar Cirullo who participated in the 
Quiz bowl. Pictured below is NYSATA President Roy 
Flores  (L to R) Kylie Florio, Sklyar Cirullo and Joe Dietze.

Hofstra Athletic Training is pleased to announce 
three new staff members to their Sports Medicine 
Department, Oscar Melendez who will be working 
with the Field Hockey and Women’s Basketball team. 
Stephanie Cerniglia who will be working with the 
Volleyball and Baseball team and Patrick Mars will 
be working with the Women’s Soccer and Women’s 
Lacrosse teams. (Pictured next page)

mailto:kathryn.koshansky@stonybrook.edu
mailto:kathryn.koshansky@stonybrook.edu
https://healthprofessions.stonybrookmedicine.edu/programs/at/graduate
mailto:Jayne.ellinger@hofstra.edu
mailto:Jayne.ellinger@hofstra.edu
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Region 1 NYC
Will Zinser, MS, ATC

On 10/3/2021 Fordham University’s 
Assistant Athletic Trainer for Softball, 
Bridget Ward, heroically saved one 
of her student-athlete’s lives. The 
team was playing in a tournament 
at a neutral site in New Jersey, 

which was hosted by a private club team. During the 
game, a Fordham student-athlete, Sarah Taffet, was 
tagged in the chest while running to first base. While 
jogging back to the dugout, she collapsed in front of 
home plate. Bridget immediately ran onto the field to 
stabilize her. First she had a seizure, but then went into 
cardiac arrest. With the assistance of fellow healthcare 
providers present at the game, CPR was administered 
and EMS was activated to transport Sarah. Fortunately, 
Bridget had traveled to the field with an AED, as this 
was a neutral site with no clear EAP protocol nor on-
site AED. 

The AED advised a shock, which was administered. 
After the shock was delivered, CPR commenced and 
Sarah began to be responsive during a round of chest 
compressions. EMS transported her to a local hospital, 
where she was stabilized and eventually discharged. 
She followed up with Fordham’s team cardiologist, 
who did a complete workup to rule out any underlying 
conditions. She was diagnosed with Anomalous left 
coronary artery from the pulmonary artery (ALCAPA), 
which is a congenital  heart defect in which the left 
coronary artery arises abnormally from the pulmonary 
artery. This condition typically is asymptomatic and 
can be a cause of sudden cardiac arrest. 

Following diagnosis, Sarah underwent successful 
open heart surgery on 11/1/2021 and is recovering 
nicely. She has undergone cardiac rehabilitation 
and there is a chance that she may be cleared to 
return to sport in the next few months. After a different 
media outlet published a story about these events, 
a charitable organization called Student docs for 
shocks contacted Sarah. The Student docs for Shocks 
non-profit works to install AEDs in public spaces as 
well as raise awareness of sudden cardiac arrest. 
This organization plans to collaborate with Sarah and 
Fordham Sports Medicine in the future to spread the 
message of the risk of sudden cardiac arrest in sport 
and the value of AED access to the public.

Fordham Sports Medicine would like to publicly 
celebrate Bridget Ward and acknowledge her life 
saving actions within the Athletic Training community. 

Region 2
Michael Mirabella, MS, ATC, CSCS

Marist College
Marist College Sports Medicine is 
happy to announce the addition 
of the following new staff members: 
Alexandria Garcia, Reilly Breig, 

Megan Murphy, Kevin Sheamon and Jonathan Jalon.  

Region 6
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd., ATC, CSCS

Save the Date!
The 2nd Annual NYSATA Region 6 
Golf Outing will be Friday, July 22, 
10:00am at Big Oak Golf Course 
in Geneva. Come out for a fun 
day of golf!  Everyone is welcome 

to join us.  We would love to see you. Further details 
will be forthcoming, but mark your calendars.  (See 
pictures below)

mailto:nysatareg1nyc%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatareg2%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatareg6%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nysatareg1nyc%40gmail.com?subject=
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mailto:nysatareg6%40gmail.com?subject=
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SUNY Brockport
SUNY Brockport is currently accepting applications 
for their new Master of Science in Athletic Training 
program. Applications are due April 15 for Fall 2022 
acceptance. Further information about the program 
and application can be found on our website.  

Region 7
Jacob Habemehl, MS, ATC, ACLS

University at Buffalo
Second-year student Marie Pettitt 
(pictured below) was awarded the 
District 2 Kent Scriber Scholarship 
Award from the EATA.

Pettitt and first-year student Brandon LuShing (picutred 
below) were awarded NYSATA Scholarships. Pettitt was 
awarded the Memorial Scholarship and LuShing the 
Edward Abramoski Scholarship.

Faculty member Riana Pryor, PhD, ATC was awarded 
a 3-year K-Grant from the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to determine 
the impact of consecutive days of work in the heat 
on health and safety with a goal of improving worker 
safety.

Program director Ryan Krzyzanowicz, DAT, ATC 
has been named Chair of the CAATE Peer-Review 
Committee. This committee is in charge of recruitment, 
development and support for peer-reviewers for all 
comprehensive program reviews, self-studies and on-
site visits.

Program director Ryan Krzyzanowicz, 
DAT, ATC was also awarded the 
CAATE President’s Award during 
the annual CAATE Accreditation 
Conference in October in Orlando. 
Members of the CAATE peer-review 
committee received this award for 
their work to ensure peer-reviews 
of programs were still able to occur 
virtually during the pandemic and 
more. (Pictured right)

The interprofessional education leadership team was 
selected by the National Academies of Practice 
(NAP) to receive the Interprofessional Group 
Recognition Award – a national award given to the top 
interprofessional group in the country. Program director 
Ryan Krzyzanowicz is a member of the IPE leadership 
team with faculty Sarah Krzyzanowicz and Riana Pryor 
serving as faculty facilitators. The IPE program at UB 
involves over 15 health related programs and over 
1,500 students per semester.

Daemon  College
DCAT Students completed their immersive experiences 
this fall and winter break at sites such as:  University 
at Buffalo, Buffalo Bills, Canisius College, West Point, 
Syracuse University, Nichols School, and Niagara 
University.
 
The DCAT program had its 1st annual Interprofessional 
educational event this fall at Daemen College with 
the AT, PT, and PA programs at Daemen. Dr. John 
Leddy was our keynote speaker.  We had Daemen 
faculty as the facilitators of our scenario as well. We 
worked through a scenario that involved a women’s 
high school hockey player that suffered a concussion. 
The programs worked through the management of 
this patient from observing the mechanism of injury 
through the completion of the return to play protocol.
 
The DCAT program launched its first concussion specific 
course as part of its updated curriculum. This course 
involved the management of a concussion patient 
through initial injury recognition, Injury management, 
Injury rehabilitation and the physical exam by the 
physician.   

https://www.brockport.edu/academics/kinesiology/graduate/athletic_training_masters.html
mailto:NYSATAREG7%40GMAIL.COM?subject=
mailto:NYSATAREG7%40GMAIL.COM?subject=

