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LAUREN STEPHENSON, MA, ATC
I was struggling to come up with something meaningful, beyond the greAT
information you are going to read later on in this November newsletter, when I
began to reflect on the fall, the things I experienced and learned, the successes
and the struggles when I thought about a recent trip to Schenecdtady to attend
the Van Gogh Immersive experience with my family. It brought up some pretty
phenomenal emotions for several reasons; the awe of how inclusive the exhibit
was for younger and more mature patrons, the staging of progress and growth of
his art over his lifetime despite his struggles with his personal life and mental health,
and lastly the memories of being at our last NYSATA conference in Schenectady
and getting to finally interact, in person, with our members and support staff,
thinking about all of the ambitious NYSATA projects in the pipeline right now.
It is exciting to see how many early and young professionals are getting involved
in our association. It is an opportunity for all of our members to mentor and learn
from each other. The importance of experience matched with new invigoration for
our profession is a recipe for success, like the perfect banana bread recipe passed
down for generations and then someone added chocolate chips! Approximately
76% of athletic trainers in NYS have 19 or less years of experience, with 49% having
nine years of experience or less. In light of that, the Membership & Nominations
Committee in conjunction with the Young Professionals Committee are looking
for your help in identifying two young professionals from each region to join both
committees in a round table/open forum discussion on engagement in NYSATA
and to understand their views of NYSATA.
I understand the fact that it is difficult to carve out time in your already busy
schedules to contribute to the myriad of projects throughout the state organized
by our committees and region representatives, but as my mother has always said,
many hands make light work. Sometimes taking a short break from our regular
routine to contribute to the profession in a different way can provide a mental
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relief and allow you to engage with other athletic trainers throughout the state while building a new passion.
It is only through your engagement with our leadership that we can progress as a profession in NY. Just as your
presence matters to your patients, you are an integral part of NYSATA undertakings, and we appreciate the
insights you can provide to our members and the general public.
With the legislative session right around the corner, being alert to updates provided by our governmental
affairs committee and responding to calls for action is essential in creating progress in our legislative efforts.
Our public relations committee will be working on social media campaigns to help you understand what is
going on in Albany throughout the session and is a great resource for you to find out what you can do to help
get our legislation passed this session. It is time for NYS to recognize how vital athletic trainers are to the health
and well being of our physically active patients by passing our licensure bill. We have grown and progressed
as a profession and updated licensure will reflect that.
Reflecting on our NYSATA conference in June that was held in Schenectady, I made a commitment to the
NYSATA leadership and membership to work towards an improved organizational structure, greater public
awareness, and increased transmission of information on our legislative process. I am pleased to report that all
of our committees have submitted policy and procedure manual drafts that are in review by our ad hoc P&P
committee. I would like to thank the leadership who stepped up into this role, taking on this large endeavor for
the betterment of our organization. Many ATs in NYS shared and posted greAT material as they were recognized
by their institutions and showed off their #ILoveMyAT shirts during #NYATWeek2022. Thank you to Treasurer
Dave Byrnes for getting the t-shirt campaign going. The Diversity & Inclusion Committee, working with the PR
committee, commenced a social media diversity campaign recognizing NY ATs that represent various racially
and ethnically diverse populations. We are looking forward to recognizing ATs of Native American descent
during Native American Heritage Month.
Keep an eye out for our upcoming events including our EATA Membership Meeting at 4pm on January 7,
2023, NATM 2023 and the 2023 NYSATA conference being held at the Sonesta White Plains Downtown hotel
July 21-22, 2023.
It is kind of funny how one trip to see a new take on Van Gogh’s art had me thinking about how I can have
a new take on my role as president of NYSATA. As Van Gogh said, ”Great things are done by a series of small
things brought together”. Let us get together for a better NYS for ATs.

The 2023 NYSATA Conference
July 21 - 22

|

The Sonesta White Plains Downtown

We are calling for proposals for general lectures and workshops. Proposals will
be open until December 31, 2022, and may be sent via email.

NYSATA ATLAS Initiative
High school athletic trainers please take a few minutes and make sure your school’s info is all
up to date and accurate. It only takes 10 minutes, and helps our profession tremendously.
Information can be found on our website.
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Governmental Affairs Report

Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC and Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC
Co-Chairs

Health Care and Mental Hygiene Worker Bonus
As many of you know, New York State has recently introduced the Health Care and Mental
Hygiene Worker Bonus (HWB) Program to provide funding to certain frontline healthcare
workers in NYS during the COVID-19 early response. Currently NYS is not recognizing most
ATs as being eligible for this HWB.
Your Government Affairs chairs and lobbyist have been working tirelessly to change this
opinion of eligibility for the HWB. Athletic trainers in many schools, colleges, healthcare
clinics, medical offices, and hospitals across the state were the healthcare professionals that
stepped up onto the frontlines into new pandemic-related roles, providing public health
services such as COVID test collection and contact tracing. We have drafted letters to the Department of
Health, made phone calls, and are in the process of writing opinion editorials to newspapers to get this message
out there. We will keep you informed of steps you can take when we know more.
Concussion Outreach and Prevention Education Grant
As we briefly mentioned in our Summer Newsletter report, NYSATA GA received a $10,000 Appropriation grant
sponsored by Senator Hoylman (Senate Resolution 2869). NYSATA GA has partnered with the Brain Injury
Association of New York State (BIANYS) to develop an education program focusing on concussion identification
and management in youth sports.
A Bill related to concussion education was introduced by Senators Krueger, Gounardes, and Liu and a matching
one in the Assembly sponsored by Benedetto, passed in 2019. This bill stated that “information on concussions
to be provided to all parents of children playing tackle football” (Bill S-2958).
So far NYS only had a webpage devoted to this info, and NYSATA and BIANYS felt more needed to be done.
NYSATA and BIANYS created a program called the Concussion Outreach and Prevention Education (COPE)
to further provide the education that was required when this bill passed.
Your GA committee worked with BIANYS to develop the first presentation, which was held in Watertown, NY
on November 9, 2022 at 6:30pm at Jefferson Community College. The targeted audience included parents,
coaches, students, nurses, and athletic trainers. Mark Streiff, EdD, ATC was instrumental in offering a free space
to hold the symposium and help us organize. GA member Patrick McKeon, PhD, ATC presented along with
BIANYS educator Michelle Kellen, and Brain Rieger, PhD, psychologist.
A second educational session is in the works targeting Senator Hoylman’s district in the Manhattan area. We
will have a similar target audience and topic and will keep you posted as that gets further in the planning
stages. If anyone is interested in joining us, please contact Deanna or Aimee.
AT Practice Act
Meanwhile, we continue our pursuit of bill drafting with language for our practice act that meets our needs
and limits opposition, as well as is accepted by the Assembly higher education committee chair so that she
is willing to bring it to the HE committee agenda. This is the first step in our journey in the 2023-2024 legislative
session (which starts in January).
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NYSATA Legislative Update
Karin Carreau, Carreau Consulting

As of the drafting of this report, the balance of power in Washington is undetermined,
with a total of 435 seats, 54 remain too close to call. Currently, 205 Republican victors
have been called and 176 Democrats have been seated. The US Senate is even closer
as it sits now, the upper house is sitting at 48 – 48 with one race in Georgia not expected
to be resolved until a runoff on December 6.
At the state level, after an exceedingly contentious election season, history was made when New York elected
its first woman to its highest office. Governor Kathy Hochul won a hard-fought battle against Congressman Lee
Zeldin who came from behind in a race pollsters had pegged as nearly a dead heat entering the campaigns
final weekend.
In the State Senate, Republicans picked up several seats (the final number yet to be determined) and the
State Assembly saw a few surprises as Republicans picked off a number of historically Democratic held seats.
A look at the landscape…
US Congress - Out of the 26 NY seats
14 Democrats declared winner
5 Republicans declared winner
In the 7 remaining races:
Republicans leading in 6 races –
●
●
●

On track to flip 3rd District (formerly held by Tom Suozzi), 4th district (formerly held by Kathleen Rice), 17th district
(Lawler on track to be beat DCCC chair Sean Patrick Maloney), 19th district (Molinaro leads Riley),
Maintain seat in the 1st district (formerly held by Lee Zeldin)
Maintain seat in the 22nd district (open seat as a result of retiring Republican John Katko) Republican
Brandon Williams leading

Democrats on track in 18th district with Pat Ryan over Schmitt
If this scenario holds throughout recounts, Republicans will control: 11 of the 26 seats (net gain of 5), Democrats
will control 15 of the seats. For context, heading into this cycle - out of the original 27 NY congressional seats
(we lost one in the census), Democrats held 21 to Republicans 8.
State Senate - Out of 63 seats, Democrats held 43 going into the election cycle and maintain a commanding
lead, but may have lost their veto proof majority. Thus far, Democrats have won or are leading in 40 of the races.
Districts that have flipped or appear to have flipped include 2 Democratic pick-ups:
●
●

4th District (Part of Suffolk) -- (Formerly held be Alexis Weik (R) running in 8th district) Monica Martinez (D)
leading
52nd District (Cortland, Tompkins & Part of Broome) – Formerly held by Fred Akshar (R), Democrat Lea
Webb leading Republican Richard David 49.82% to 48.41%.
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7 Republican leaning pickups include and one hold (that was a partially new seat) include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

5th District (Part of Nassau) -- Formerly held by James Gaughran (D) -- Steven Rhoads (R) prevailed over
John Brooks (who formerly represented 8th district)
7th District (Part of Nassau) – Former Senator Jack Martins leading incumbent Anna Kaplan (D) – 52%
to 45%
8th District (Part of Nassau & Suffolk) – Formerly held by John Books (D) – Alexis Weik defeated Democrat
John Alberts with 69% of the vote
9th District (Part of Nassau) – Formerly held by Todd Kaminsky, (D) – Republican Patricia CanzoneriFitzpatrick leading with 54% of the vote
38th District (Rockland) – Republican Bill Weber leading incumbent Sen. Reichlin-Melnick 49% to 46%
39th District – OPEN SEAT - Republican Rob Rolison leading Democrat Julie Shioishi 51% to 42%
43rd District - leaning heavily Republican with Jake Ashby favoring Andrea Smyth by 7,500 votes.  
50th District (Part of Onondaga & Oswego): Incumbent John Mannion trailing Republican Julie Abbott

State Assembly - Out of 150 seats Democrats held 107 going into the election cycle. In a surprising twist,
Democrats are trailing in 5 downstate races:
●
●
●
●
●

23rd District (Queens): Stacey Pfeffer-Amato trailing Republican Thomas Sullivan
45th District (Kings): Steven Cymbrowitz trailing Republican Michael Novakhov
46th District (Kings): Mathylde Frontus trailing Republican Alex Brook-Krasny
49th District (Kings): Peter Abbate trailing Republican Lester Chang
63rd District (Richmond County) Formerly held by Michael Cusick – Republican Sam Pirozzolo leading

Both NYSATA licensure bill sponsors, Assembly Member Solages and Senator May have won their seats. We
have continued to work off session on our language and expect new bill numbers by late December / early
January. Stay tuned!
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Membership & Nominations
Christopher Napoli, MS, ATC - Chair

2023 NYSATA elections will get underway in January! The 2023 election positions that will
be made available for nomination at the conclusion of our state meeting at the Eastern
Athletic Trainers Conference will be:
●
●
●
●
●

Treasurer
Region 1 New York City Representative
Region 1 Long Island Representative
Region 2 Representative
Region 3 Representative

The nomination link will be sent out via email, and will also be found on the NYSATA website. Whether you have
a year of experience or 25+ years of experience, you can still run for an elected position.
Want to contribute to a committee? Reach out to the committee chairperson located under the Committee
tab on the NYSATA website. Your participation can go a long way!

ATs Care

Lauren McIntyre ATC - Chair

NYSATA ATsCare is looking for members in Regions 3 and 5 who
are interested in getting trained in the ICISF model and joining
the committee. Interested individuals should send an email to
the NYSATA ATsCare Committee.

Public Relations

Nicholas Clark, MS, ATC - Chair

The winners of the NYSATA " I Love my AT" tee shirt promo are as follows:
		
		
		

First Place: Jeff SAGE, ATC - Daemon College
Second Place: Meg Greiner, ATC-L - Hendrick Hudson High School
Third Place: Sue Abel, ATC -L - Warwick High School

First Place receives $75 in the Nysata Store and free NYSATA
Conference registration.
Second Place receives $50 in the NYSATA Store and free NYSATA
Conference registration.
Third Place receives $25 in the NYSATA Store and free NYSATA
Conference registration
Congratulations to ALL the winners!
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NYSATA Account Balance
David J. Byrnes, MS, ATC - Treasurer
NYSATA
Account
(as
of November
7, 2022)Balance as

of November 7, 2022
Submitted by David J. Byrnes, MS, ATC - NYSATA Treasurer
MUTUAL FUNDS/ ETFs
Market Value
Alerian MLP ETF
$7,379.13
Blackrock Income Fund
$10,367.65
SPDR Doubleline Tactical ETF
$31,304.08
Vanguard Malvern Short Term ETF
$14,286.00
Vanguard Intermdiate Term ETF
$8,985.00
Vanguard Short Term ETF
$11,076.48
U.S. COMMON STOCK
Market Value
AT&T Inc
$9,620.62
Ares Capital
$15,688.00
Blackstone Group
$18,453.00
CVS
$12,516.25
Johnson & Johnson
$10,385.40
Kellogg Company
$9,928.80
Mondelez Intl Inc
$8,005.00
Pfizer
$18,954.00
Proctor & Gamble
$13,597.00
Prudential
$10,286.00
Unilever
$8,121.75
Viatris
$534.34
Verizon
$5,612.25
PREFERRED STOCK
AT&T Inc
$7,300.00
JP Morgan PFD
$15,385.00
CORPORATE BONDS
Market Value
$13,690.65
Viacom
Wells Fargo Deposit Account (Investment)
Checking Account
Account Total

$26,232.34
$6,862.02
$294,570.76

Quantity Held
177
1225.49
800
300.00
120
150
Quantity Held
525
800
200
125
60
140
125
400
100
100
175
49
150
400
850
Quantity Held
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Committee Chairs

Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

We’re on
LinkedIn

Follow us on
Instagram

Join our
Facebook Group

Awards
Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC
Utica College

Joseph Abraham Award
Meg Greiner, MS, ATC
Hendrick Hudson High School

College and University
Jeff Carter MSEd, LAT, ATC,
EMT-B, CSCS
Marist College

Membership and Nominations
Christopher Napoli, MS, ATC
NYU Winthrop Hospital

Conference and Education
Frank J. Alexander, MS, ATC
Columbia University
Diversity and Inclusion
EDAC Chair
LaTonja Lee, MS, LAT, ATC, PES
Fordham University
LGBTQ+ Chair
Matthew Rawlins, MS, ATC, CSCS, ART
University of Rochester
Fundraising
OPEN
Governmental Affairs
Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC
Colonie Central High School
Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC
Utica University
Hall of Fame
Bob Gariglio
Syosset High School
History and Archives
OPEN

Newsletter
Douglas Sawyer, MS, ATC
Ardsley High School
Public Relations
Nicholas Clark, MS, ATC
Movement Matters
Reimbursement Committee
OPEN
Research/Injury
OPEN
Scholarships
Chuck Monteith, ATC
Colgate University
Secondary School
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd, ATC, CSCS
Eastridge High School
Craig Olejinczak, ATC
Middletown School District
Social Media
Becky Guzzo, MS, ATC
Cornell University
Website
Erin Thornton, MS, ATC
Rothman Orthopaedics

The NYSATA Newsletter
This electronic newsletter is published
quarterly by the New York State
Athletic Trainers’ Association
Newsletter Committee to the NYSATA
member. For information contained
in this newsletter or to submit articles/
ideas, please contact the NYSATA
Newsletter Committee Chair: Douglas
Sawyer.
Production and Design by: SJ Creative

Got NPI#?

If you do, then thank you! If not, why not? It is free, quick, and easy to do.
It helps to show that you and rest of our profession are legitimate medical
providers. You can only benefit from getting it, there are no negatives. For
more information on getting your NPI# or to apply, go to the NATA website.
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Regional Reps

Region 1 LI
Nassau, Suffolk
Kristin LoNigro MSEd, ATC
Hofstra University
Region 1 NYC
Richmond, Kings, Queens, Bronx, New York
Will Zinser, MS, ATC
Harkness Center fo Dance Injuries

Region 6
Livingston, Ontaria, Monroe, Yates,
Stueben, Wayne
Jarett Rhoads, MSEd., ATC, CSCS
Eastridge High School

Region 2
Westchester, Rockland,
Putnam, Sullivan, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster
Michael Mirabella, MS, ATC, CSCS
White Plains High School
Region 3
Montgomery, Delaware, Fulton, Greene,
Otsego, Saratoga, Albany, Rensslear,
Schenectady, Columbia, Washington,
Schoharie, Herkimer
Kyle Roepnack, ATC
Herkimer College

Region 5
Chemung, Tioga, Broome, Oswego,
Cayuga, Seneca, Oneida, Cortland,
Onondaga, Madison, Tompkins,
Schuyler
Jennifer Petruzzo, MS, ATC, CSCS
Cornell University

Region 4
Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Franklin,
Hamilton, Clinton, Essex, Warren
Jason Pachter, MS, ATC, CSCS
State University of Plattsburgh

Region 7
Orleans, Cattaraugus, Genesee,
Wyoming, Erie, Niagara,
Allegany, Chautauqua
Jacob Habemehl, MS, ATC, ACLS
Buffalo State College

Regional Reports
Region 1 LI
Kristin LoNigro, MSEd, ATC
Hofstra University
Hofstra University is excited to begin the Master’s in AT with the
inaugural cohort in September. Students have enjoyed the Fall
with their first clinicals and quickly getting involved within the
community. They have completed a bleeding and wound care simulation and
will participate in an upcoming casting workshop. Cyanne Brown and Amber DelMoral were selected as participants in the DEI Fellowship and attended the Long
Island Health Equity Conference and met with the Director of Health Equity for the
Nassau County Department of Health. (pictured top right)
Welcome to Grace Catala, new faculty member to
Hofstra Allied Health and Kinesiology Department,
Athletic Training Program. She has completed
her Doctorate of Health Science from Bridgeport
University and has been an adjunct professor and
preceptor for the program for the last seven years.
(pictured left)
Alum Jen Lopez ’20 was recently hired at Orlin and Cohen where she is the AT for Valley
Stream North HS. (pictured middle right)
Alum Jillian Ayson ’15 got to work as the AT at the USB Arena for the Smashing Pumpkins
and Jane Addiction concert. She is the At for School of the Holy Child in Rye, NY. (pictured
bottom right)
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For more information about Hofstra’s Master’s Program, visit the website for upcoming open houses.
Stony Brook University
Iota Tau Alpha - Alpha Nu inducted its new members and elected
board on April 30, 2022: Rakeem Chambers, Emma Fasolino (Vice
President), Gabriella Fernandes (President), Aundrea Knapp
(Historian), Catherine Ledbetter (Secretary), Brandon Ross (Treasurer)
and William Smith. Lisa Komnik, ATC and James Penna, MD received
honorary inductions. Hannah Palau, ATC ’21 gave inspirational words
as the guest speaker. Congratulations! Lots of activities (including
fundraising to attend EATA in January) have been planned for 202223! (pictured left)
Congratulations
to our class of
2022 Master of
Science athletic training graduates and new ATs who
graduated May 20, 2021. We are proud of their perseverance
through a difficult time. Congratulations and good luck!
(pictured right: front- Jordan Rucks, Olivia Shipley, Zakiya
Beckles, Ashley Livingston, Talia Stagnitta, Lisa Komnik; row
2 - Yvonne Chen, Caitlin Fitzpatrick, Sophia LaMarca, Taylor
Winthrop, Katie Botterbusch; back- Xristos Gaglias, Adam
Tamburello, Kathy Koshansky, Bryan Rengifo, Derek Castro.
In May, Stony Brook University welcomed 13 new
graduate students into our fourth master’s cohort - the
Class of 2024! We are excited to work with them over
the next two years and prepare them to be awesome
athletic trainers. You can see their activities if you follow
us on social media. (pictured right: front - Guillermo
Astorga, Courtney Connelly, Raeysha Surendran,
Samantha Lovizio, Jacquelyn Haft, Mackenzie
Mulholland, Jason Bark; back - Amanda Goldstein,
Dylan Reilly, Owen Lucano, Chun-Tao (Tom) Wu, Alexis
Dominigue, Cassidy Connelly)
On November 4,
2022, some second
year students lead
the skills portion of
the Medical Resident On-Field Emergency Management session for the SB
Department of Orthopaedics. (pictured left)
Stony Brook University current students, faculty and alumni participated on
the medical staff of the 2022 TCS NYC Marathon on November 6, 2022 in
unseasonably warm temperatures. Students were able to fully engage in heat
illness protocols along with other assessment and management techniques.
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(pictured right: Kathy Koshansky, Amanda Goldstein ‘24,
Chun-Tao Wu ‘24, Cortney Evola, ATC ’20, Mike Henne,
ATC ’13, Arturo “Roy” Flores, ATC ‘00)
Region 1 NYC
Will Zinser, MS, ATC
Lauren McIntyre, athletic trainer at
NYU Langone’s Harkness Center for
Dance Injuries celebrated NYSATA AT
Recognition Week with her dancers at
Purchase College by making iron-on
t-shirts. (pictured right)
Region 2
Michael Mirabella, MS, ATC, CSCS
During homecoming football and soccer games on
October 7 & 8, Ardsley HS made announcements
regarding NYAT Week, thanking their athletic trainer,
Douglas Sawyer, and visiting athletic trainer (during
football game) from Byram Hills, Dan Santora, as well as all athletic trainers
across the state for all they do to help keep athletes safe.
Region 4
Jason Pachter, MS, ATC, CSCS
Cope Seminar
Watertown, NY was the location for the first Concussion
Outreach & Prevention Education (COPE) seminar, held November 9, 2022. NYSATA hosted
this program to educate parents/guardians, coaches, nurses, students, and others about
concussion in youth sports. It was held at Jefferson Community College (JCC) and athletic
trainer, Mark Streiff, EdD, ATC, Interim Associate Vice President of Liberal Arts at JCC, was
instrumental in helping the NYSATA Government Affairs committee and the Brain Injury Association of New York
State (BIANYS) to coordinate this seminar
Lake Placid Prepares for On-Ice Emergencies
With hockey season upon us, sports medicine providers in Lake Placid took time out of their schedules to practice
on-ice immobilization and extraction. In September, an interdisciplinary team of athletic trainers, physicians,
EMS staff and ski patrol worked collaboratively to identify best practices for on-ice emergency management.
The most recent recommendations for the prehospital care of a spine-injured athlete were referenced in a
2020 JAT article.
Special thanks to all involved! (pictures next page)
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Lake Placid 2023 FISU Winter World University Games, January 12-22, 2023
There is still time to join the medical team for the largest celebration of University sports in the world and the
opportunity to work with more than 2,500 athletes and coaches representing over 50 countries. Go to the website
to complete your volunteer application. Medical volunteers are needed for athlete care and doping control
in the Lake Placid Region, Canton/Potsdam, and North Creek/Gore Mt. Volunteers must be fully licensed/
certified, therefore athletic training students cannot be accommodated as medical volunteers at this time.For
more information, please contact Lake Placid 2023 WUGs Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Tracey Viola, DO.
Region 5
Jennifer Petruzzo, MS, ATC, CSCS
Ithaca College
Longtime IC AT, Mike Matheny, has been inducted as a part of the Ithaca College 52nd
Athletics Hall of Fame Class.
Mike Matheny has worked at Ithaca College as an athletic trainer since 1987 and has
provided top-notch healthcare to some of IC’s most successful teams and student-athletes
in more than 30 years of service.
Matheny played an integral role in the expansion of athletic training facilities
on campus, which provides premiere care for student-athletes, as well as
educational experiences for students enrolled at Ithaca. He has taught more
than 560 athletic training majors during his time as a clinical professor and
has published nearly 20 manuscripts for educational purposes.
Most recently, Matheny developed one of the most comprehensive return to
campus action plans at the collegiate level during the COVID-19 pandemic
alongside Dr. Andrew Getzin. In the summer of 2021, Matheny would be
named the National Athletic Trainer of the Year by the National Athletic
Trainers’ Association. (pictured right)
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Cornell University
Jim Case was inducted into the Cornell Athletics Hall of Fame in the
Special Category for the class of 2020.
Jim served more than three decades as associate athletic trainer for the
Big Red and was part of the fabric of the football and men’s lacrosse
programs in particular. He stood tall for the department during some of
its most challenging times. Case was instrumental in the response to the
death of men’s lacrosse student-athlete George Boiardi ‘04 and helped
the program find ways to continue to honor his legacy. His practical
sensibility helped the department’s reaction to the 2020 coronavirus
pandemic crisis before passing away unexpectedly in March of 2020.
He joined Cornell in August 1988, just months after receiving his master’s
degree in physical education from Western Michigan. Case earned his
bachelor’s degree in sports medicine with a minor in exercise science in
1986 before spending time as an intern with the Detroit Lions. He served on
the athletic training staffs of the 1990, 1994 and 1998 World Lacrosse team
tryouts, as well as athletic trainer for the 1994 (Manchester, England) and
1998 (Baltimore, Md.) national teams at the World Lacrosse Championship.
His family and many of his coworkers were able to attend the ceremony
to honor Jim’s contributions and successes. (pictured top right)
Jim was also selected as the recipient for the 2022 Tom Pillsworth Award
and was inducted as a 2022 Legend of Lake Placid Lacrosse. Jim always
looked forward to his time in Lake Placid each year.
Jim started working the tournament in the early 1990’s when Anthony
Ortolano invited him to come work with him. Summit Lacrosse and Lake
Placid were special to Jim and his impact there will live on. (pictured
middle right)
Big Red Sports Medicine staff member, Charlene Haskell, headed a
project for the Big Red staff to help their local community. The staff
donated money and shopped for school supplies to fill six backpacks to
be donated to children in need in the community. The backpacks were
delivered to the young students ahead of the school year. (pictured
bottom right)
Cornell announces the hiring of Grace DeStefano.
Grace comes to Cornell from the St. Lucie Mets.
She is a familiar face after working with the
Cornell Gymnastics team as a Cortland student.
She graduated from Cortland in 2021. She is from
Patchogue, NY. Welcome back, Grace!
The Big Red staff are fans of each other and truly
support one another. To show that, Associate
Head AT, Ed Kelly, gifted each staff member an
“I <3 my AT” shirt. After a staff meeting, they wore
them proudly together for a photo during NY AT
Recognition Week. (pictured left)
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Region 7
Jacob Habemehl, MS, ATC, ACLS
SUNY Buffalo
Two first-year students, Nicole Szymczak
and Amir Abdelqader will be awarded
Professional Baseball Athletic Trainers
Society (PBATS) scholarships to attend
the Game Changing Concepts Conference at The Office
of the Commissioner of Baseball November 10 -11, 2022.
Over the summer the program had 14 students and faculty
work the NHL Officials Combine held at Harborcenter in
downtown Buffalo. They helped run and collect data during
various fitness tests including Wingate and more. (pictured
top right)
In mid-August, the program partnered with students and
faculty preceptors from Medicine and Public Health to
provide free pre-participation and back to school physicals.
This interprofessional event was held at the SenecaBabcock Community Center and over 30 free physicals
were performed. (pictures middle and bottom right)
The program has partnered with USA Lacrosse and has
had numerous students at clinical experiences with the
International Indoor Junior Lacrosse World U16 and U18
Championships held at Buffalo RiverWorks in October.
Teams from Canada, USA, Poland and the Haudenosaunee
Nation participated.
Second-year student Caleb Hancock had an
interprofessional clinical experience with the Ride for
Roswell, a 500-mile, seven-day cycling adventure across
New York State. This event is a major fundraiser for Roswell
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center and raised over $1
million dollars this year.
Athletic training faculty members Drs Riana and Luke
Pryor received a 2-year, $805k Army grant to study the
energy required in females to complete long marches in warm and cold environments and the associated
musculoskeletal injury risk during these marches.

